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Cindy Haffey
received her first
s urfboard for

her birthday last
summer and
showed it off in
the lobby of her
office on West
Jefferson Avenue.
S he took up the
new hobby in 2001.
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Detroit attorney rides wave of

interest for sport and the law

By Sue CoOLLINS tious interference and other business torts, and
Legal News automotve (Tier 1 and Tier 2) contractual dis-
putes. In addition, Haffey has significant expe-

Cynthia Haffey is a successful attomey, an rience defending coporate emplgers against
accomplished litigator, and a dedicated wife age, sex, racial discrimination claims, and
and mother. When she commits to something, other wrongful discharge cases.
she literally jumps in with both feet. It was a colleague at Butzel who encouraged

When she tried a nav sport in 2001, she not her to pursue surfng, leaving a video about
only “jumped in,” she planted her two petite safety for the extreme surfer on her desk chair
feet firmly on a surf board and the passion for after a discussion thg had about beach aca-
her new sport has swelled ever since. When she tions. She watched the video, learning how to
and her family took their first vacation to choose the right board and wait for the right
Hawaii, the seas were unseasonably flat. Unde- wave. Basic surfing etiquette was also covered
terred, Haffey organized the next few vacations in the lesson.
at surfing-friendly beaches and studied the  “llearned early on it’s important not to steal
sport, honing her skills efficiently, aggressive- waves from other surfers out there,” she said
ly, and with finesse. with a smile.

Her approach to practicing commercial liti- Armed with a list of top surfing spots, rec-
gation as a shareholder in Butzel Longé ommended ly the Butzel partner, Haffey
Detroit office is similar. The only thing she planned trips to South Carolina, Noth Caroli-
loves more than being in a courtroom is win- na, Mexico, San Diego, and Hawaii beaches.
ning there. She recently won a $6.4 million Along the way, her sons and husband picked
case, along with seven other Butzel attorneys up a board and hit the surf. Her 16-year old son
in a multi-state dispute that required millions has excelled and even tried a short board,
of pages of depositions and documents. Her experimenting with an entirgl different style
client was Western Sky Industries in an intense of surfing. The early morning wake-up calls,
90-day arbitration with jet manufacturer, though, sometimes meant Haffey was on her
Eclipse Aviation of New Mexico. Had the case own, leaving sleepy headed teens to catch up
been filed in federal cour, the proceedings later in the moning. The best waves, she says,
may have likely lasted several years. Instead, are sometimes found in the early morning
the arbitration contract provided full discovery hours and she is willing to wake in the wee
and ended favorably in three months. And after hours to take advantage of perfect 4- to 6-foot
the judgment was announced, her team waswaves.
able to collect in full and with interest. During her trips, she would malke it a point

“It was a hard-fought battle with a very early on in the stay to source out a good surf
good result,” she said. shop. Haffey was not on the prowl for hip flip

A graduate ofWayne State University Law  flops or T-shirts, however.

School (J.D., cum laude, 1997) and Western “The older people who work in these shops
Michigan University (B.S., magna cum laude, are the best sources for local surf spots,” she
1980), Haffey was the recipient of the Norman said. “Usually, the local knowledge goes a long
I. Lemmon Award, the Walter Nussbaum way."

Award, and the Boaz Siegel Award. She also has found hiring a guide is a sure

Prior to practicing law, Haffey held posi- fire way to wade through the territorial locals
tions in the retail industry both in management to enjoy favorite beaches.
and human resources and culminated a 12-year  “We met this guy in Hawaii who was a pro-
relationship with Da/ton Hudson Cormp. as a fessional surfer and a retiredWall Street trad

General Manager of Hudson$ West Lansing
store.

Haffey’s primary areas of practice are com-
mercial and employment litigation. She has
experience in numerous commercial matters,
including disputes concening the sale of a
business, shareholder, partner and owner dis-
putes, sales commission disputes, fraud, tor-

er,” she said. “He picked us up one morning at
6 a.m. and drove 45 minutes to an amazing
spot we most likely would not have found with-
out his inside experience.”

She prefers warm water, but isn't opposed to
donning a vetsuit if that is where the stellar
waves are rolling in.

See SURF, Page2
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Sport is physically demanding

From Page 1

For her birthda in June, Haf-
fey received her own surf board
from her husband.

“| did get some strange looks
in the Detroit airport, carrying
the huge board case around,” she
said of the board that twers
some four feet above her head.
“It's so nice to have the flexibility
to surf whenever | want if there$
a great spot’

Like most sports enthusiasts,
she has leamed that the better she
gets, the more she enjoys watch-
ing professional surfing competi-
tions.

“We got up at 6 a.m. while we
were on vacation in California to
go to a competition in Huntington
Beach. It's a great way to start the
day.”

She also reads the monthy
surfing magazines to keep in
touch with news, discoveries,
spectacular surfing successes,
and equally as sensational wipe-
outs.

She takes her spott seriously,
warning beginners against the
perils of coral reefs, rocks, and
riptides. Safe surfing is smart,
Haffey says.

Equally smart is being physi-
cally prepared to hit the waves.

Paddling from the beach, out into
a position to catch the best wave
is a mammoth effort, she says. It's
a feat that irvolves balance, upper
body strength and persistence.

“The trick is to watch the
waves and get yourself and your
board up and over the wave that'’s
coming straight toward you. Its a
lot of paddling.”

Plus, she has learned to turtle
under or through the oncoming
waves, holding her board to her
chest and flipping with the
momentum.

“Some people my not appre
ciate how physical surfing is,”
she said.

To help, Haffey concentrates
on improving her upper body
strength during workouts between
vacations.

Then, once away from the
beach and breaking waves, the
surfer’s patience and instinct are
tested. Haffey said she’s learned
to read the waves and choose her
path, while staying out of the way
of other surfers doing likewise.

Back in the office, she longs
to be on her boardbut meanwhile
dives into the pursuit of her next
case. Surfing, she says, is similar
to her career as an attoney
because it requires balance and
meeting challenges head-on.




