
 
January 25, 2008  

  
  
Michigan Driver's License - Important Notice 
   
   
The Secretary of State's office in Michigan has just issued new requirements for initial applications for state driver's 
licenses that are effective January 22, 2008. Under the new requirements, only U.S. Citizens or U.S. Permanent 
Residents ("Green Card Holders") are eligible to apply for a Michigan Driver's License. Consequently, foreign national 
employees who are in the U.S. in legal, work authorized status, such as L-1, H-1B or TN status, cannot apply for a 
driver's license in the state of Michigan. We are monitoring legislation that would permit residents who are in the U.S. 
legally, although temporarily, to apply for a driver's license and this would cover most work authorized statuses. 
  
This rule concerns only initial applications. Procedures for renewals of driver's licenses should be released soon by the 
Secretary of State's office. This is definitely not good news for Michigan's economy as it presents yet another obstacle 
to attract foreign investment and talent.  
  
The following link to the Michigan Secretary of State's website will provide you with a list of documentation needed to 
apply for a Michigan driver's license or state identification card: 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/sos/Applying_for_lic_or_ID_SOS_428_222146_7.pdf 
  
For more information on this development, or any immigration matter, please contact your regular Butzel attorney, 
or a member of Butzel Long's Immigration Practice Group listed below. 
  
Clara DeMatteis Mager 
(313) 225-7077 
mager@butzel.com 
 
Linda Armstrong 
(313) 983-7476 
armstrong@butzel.com 
  
Reginald A. Pacis 
(313) 983-6929 
pacis@butzel.com 
  
Bushra Malik 
(313) 225-7059 
malik@butzel.com  
  
Elissa Noujaim Pinto 
(313) 225-7006 
pinto@butzel.com
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For previous e-news or to learn more about our law firm and its services, please visit our website at: 
www.butzel.com  
  
Butzel Long 
Suite 100 
150 West Jefferson Avenue 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 
T: 313 225 7000 
F: 313 225 7080 
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____________________________________________________________ 
  
Copyright 2008, Butzel Long, a professional corporation 
  
Any reproduction without permission of the author is prohibited.  
  
The above news is only intended to highlight some of the important issues. This e-mail has been prepared by Butzel 
Long for information only and is not legal advice. This information is not intended to create, and receipt of it does not 
constitute, a client-lawyer relationship. Readers should not act upon this information without seeking professional 
counsel. This electronic newsletter and the information it contains may be considered attorney advertising in some 
states. If you feel you have received this information in error, or no longer wish to receive this service, please follow 
the instructions at the bottom of this message.  
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