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US EPA Launched Rulemaking to Strike the Water Quality Standards

US EPA recently launched a new rulemaking to strengthen water quality standards under the Clean
Water Act. The rule is anticipated to be published within the year but is already causing concern
among state officials. US EPA indicated that some of the provisions under review include facilitating
increased public participation in the development of state water quality standards and improving
the accessibility to the public of state standard regulations. Additionally, US EPA is considering
updating anti-degradation regulatory provisions to be more consistent with Kentucky Waterways
Alliance, et al v Stephen Johnson, et al, a recent Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals’ decision. The Court
in Kentucky Waterways Alliance held that US EPA and states have broad discretion to determine
which water bodies merit increased protection from anti-degradation rules, either on a pollutant-
by-pollutant or water body-by-water body approach. Anti-degradation provisions are aimed at
protecting existing water quality in rivers, streams, lakes and other water bodies. It is anticipated
that the regulations will be fairly broad and, thus, the impacts, including whether new discharge
permits will have more strict limits, are unknown at this time.

If you would like more information about the foregoing or any other environmental law needs,
please feel free to contact one of the following Butzel Long lawyers:

Beth Gotthelf
248 258 1303
gotthelf@butzel.com

Susan Lynn Johnson
248 258 1307
johnsons@butzel.com

William B. Clifford, Jr.
248 258 1312
clifford@butzel.com
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The above news is only intended to highlight some of the important issues. This e-mail has been
prepared by Butzel Long for information only and is not legal advice. This information is not intended
to create, and receipt of it does not constitute, a client-lawyer relationship. Readers should not
act upon this information without seeking professional counsel. This electronic newsletter and the
information it contains may be considered attorney advertising in some states. If you feel you
have received this information in error, or no longer wish to receive this service, please follow the
instructions at the bottom of this message.

Attorney Advertising Notice - The contents of this e-mail may contain attorney advertising
under the laws of various states. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome.

For previous e-news or to learn more about our law firm and its services, please visit our website
at: www.butzel.com
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