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FCC Still Considering Allowing Potentially Interfering Uses Of Spectrum Previously
Set Aside For Connected Car Technologies

Over a decade ago, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) allocated spectrum in the 5.9 GHz band for the
Dedicated Short Range Communications (DSRC) Service, which would be used for vehicle-to-vehicle (V2V) and vehicle-
to-infrastructure (V2I) communications. Since then, the automobile industry has spent hundreds of millions of dollars, and
considerable time and effort, designing, developing, and testing V2V and V2| equipment and technologies, including an
expansive pilot program in Ann Arbor.

In early 2013, the FCC commenced a rulemaking proceeding requesting public comment on, among other things, a
proposal to allow other uses, such as WiFi use, of the DSRC frequencies that had been set aside for V2V and V2I
communications. Not surprisingly, numerous commenters from the telecommunications and technology sector supported
such expansion, while commenters from the automotive sector expressed concern over the potential for interference to
V2V and V2| communications.

The FCC issued a decision in the proceeding earlier this week that expanded unlicensed usage in the 5 GHz band,

but delayed making any decision about expanding such usage into the DSRC (5.9 GHz) portion of the band. While the
FCC acknowledged that further analysis of the interference issue was required, there was no mention of the benefits or
importance of protecting V2V and V2| communications using the DSRC spectrum.

The debate over the fate of the DSRC spectrum will continue before the FCC. The companies on the opposite side of
the debate include some of the largest and most well connected telecommunications and technology companies, and
their message of the importance to our economy of expanding unlicensed services like WiFi seems to be resonating
with the FCC. Indeed, in her separate statement accompanying the recent FCC decision, Commissioner Rosenworcel
underscored her support for expanding WiFi spectrum usage by noting that the economic impact of unlicensed spectrum
has been estimated at $140 billion annually.

The task at hand is to make certain that the FCC and the FCC Commissioners fully appreciate the virtues and benefits
of V2V and V2| communications, which hold the potential to save lives, save energy and create jobs here in the United
States. V2V and V2| technologies and communications must be fully protected from harmful interference.

For further information, or to participate in the ongoing FCC proceeding, please contact your Butzel Long attorney or
either of the attorneys listed below:

Stephen L. Goodman
202 454 2851
goodman@butzel.com
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The above news is only intended to highlight some of the important issues. This e-mail has been prepared by Butzel Long for
information only and is not legal advice. This information is not intended to create, and receipt of it does not constitute, a client-lawyer
relationship. Readers should not act upon this information without seeking professional counsel. This electronic newsletter and the
information it contains may be considered attorney advertising in some states. If you feel you have received this information in error, or
no longer wish to receive this service, please follow the instructions at the bottom of this message.

Attorney Advertising Notice - The contents of this e-mail may contain attorney advertising under the laws of various states. Prior results
do not guarantee a similar outcome.

For previous e-news or to learn more about our law firm and its services, please visit our website at: www.butzel.com

Butzel Long Offices:
Ann Arbor

Bloomfield Hills
Detroit

Lansing

New York
Washington D.C.

Alliance Offices:
Beijing

Shanghai

Mexico City
Monterrey

Member:
Lex Mundi

Copyright 2014, Butzel Long, a professional corporation page 2
Any reproduction without permission of the author is prohibited.


http://www.butzel.com

